
ARTIST METAPHOR SURVEY

1. I need to settle on a vision of what I will write before I start.
2. My writing is exacting and concise, so rewriting is a chore.
3. I combine genres with my unique style of writing.
4. I don’t expect my first draft to be particularly good.
5. I like piecing together short works of writing to form a whole.
6. I’m most interested in how characters interact.
7. Sometimes I yell at my characters when they won’t do what I want.
8. I’m not afraid to experiment with my writing as long as I have an outline.
9. I need to free write before I create the outline.
10. I’m not afraid to take big risks when writing. I can always rewrite.
11. I can’t write until I know exactly what and why I’m writing.
12. I have many tools at my disposal to help me think about what I will write.
13. I want my written work to be used to help people connect.
14. I use motifs that appear throughout what I write.
15. I may take time in between writing sessions to think.
16. I free write until I know what I want to write about.
17. I rely on my outline to assure I’m writing my intention.
18. If content doesn’t blend into the outline, I delete it.
19. I like collaboration as long as I’m in charge.
20. I’m confident that my ability to use literary devices are effective.
21. I may destroy some of what I’ve written to make the whole thing work.
22. My goal is to give readers an “ah ha” moment.
23. I’m as interested in the feedback that is not said as what is said.
24. Feedback helps me see how my work can be used by readers.
25. Feedback helps me determine if my writing voice is working.
26. I may need to start over once I receive feedback.

Rate how much each statement applies to you on a scale of 0-5, where 0 is not 
at all and 5 is yes, that’s me.



27. I’m less interested in feedback and more interested in the impact.
28. Feedback tells me if my intention is clear.
29. Feedback keeps me centered and helps me shape how I will rewrite.
30. Feedback helps me add more depth to my work.
31. Sometimes I blow up when I get feedback that makes no sense.
32. Feedback makes me hot to rewrite.
33. Once I get feedback, I recreate my work anew.
34. I’m not afraid to discard writing that doesn’t support my intention.
35. Having sketched out where I want to go, rewriting is obvious.
36. My first draft can turn into poetry by the time I’ve finished rewriting.
37. I feverishly write and rewrite because I get caught up in the process.
38. I may end up digging deeper with a rewrite.
39. I may do many rewrites, building layers with each one.
40. Sometimes one idea can unravel my entire writing project.
41. Rewriting is about assuring that every detail contributes to the whole.
42. I like writing sequels using the same style and characters.

Charcoal artist
Comics artist
Digital artist
Fabric artist
Glassblower
Graffiti artist
Metal artist
Mixed material artist
Mosaic artist
Oil painter
Sculptor
Watercolor painter
Weaver
Woodcarver

This inventory may 
or may not help you 
make the final 
determination of 
what type of artist 
writer you are.
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